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“Being of the Same Mind” 
Philippians 2:1-11 (vv. 1-4) 

 

The Book of Philippians 

 

Theme:  
The person and work of Jesus Christ secures unity within the body.  
 
Introduction:  
Paul’s passion for body unity and relational harmony comes to the fore in this paragraph.  
Unity, as he will show, is a result of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Philippians 2:1-4 describes how 
standing firm and striving together happens.  It is only when we lose ourselves within the 
community that oneness of mind and spirit happens. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The invitation (vv. 1-2)  
 

A. The protasis (if) - the reason/evidence (v. 1) 
1. Encouragement in Christ 
2. Consolation of love 
3. Fellowship of the Spirit 
4. Affection and compassion 

 
B. The apodosis (then) – the result/outcome (v. 2) 

1. Being of the same mind 
2. Maintaining the same love 
3. United in spirit 
4. Intent on one purpose 

 
II. The application (vv. 3, 4) 

 
A. Do not serve self 
 

1. Do nothing from selfishness (‘strife or vain glory’) 
a. selfishness 
b. vain glory/empty conceit 

2. Do not look out for your own personal interests  
 

B. Do serve others 
1. Regard one another as more important than yourselves [lowliness of 

mind] 
2. Look out for the interests of others 

 
III. The illustration (vv. 5-11) 

 



 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. The concern is not for you and me to live selfless lives, but to seek Christ.  It is only 

as we seek Christ that we will set aside self and serve one another. 
2. The call therefore is not for you to give up yourself in lieu of other Christians but 

live out your life in pursuit of Christ, and then such things as self interest simply 
fade away. 

 


